Health Director September 28, 1973

Chief, Divisico of Samitatiomn

Acdas aegyptl Resume

1. The following outlined provides backgromd Information on the
status of Aedes azegyptl, the urban yellow fewver vector in the Zona and

aon tha Istbmuss

A. 1905 An cutbreak of y2llow fever occcurrsd on the Isthmus
in 1905. The last yellow fever case in the Zous wsaes raported in
December 1505. A final case wae reported from Colcon in Juna 1906.
The mosquifo control activitias fniriated by Col. Williom Crazwford Gorgas,
Chiaf S/mnirary Officer, Departmeat of Sanitation; Istbmian Canal Commissiom,
thersafter, has prevented the introductiom of any cases in the Zone.

B. 1343 Dus to 5 cases of yellow fever at Pacora, east of
Tocumen sirport, in tha Republic in December 1948, an extensive eradication
campalign to eliminazte Aedes aegypti throughout the Zone, Panama City,
Colon and urban areas of the Republic in 1948«50, was corganized and
completed by Zone health officials. All breeding sites in and around
housea, the favorita places of the mosquito, were removed or aliminated.
Adciticmsl secreening was initiated, Residoal spray of 5% DUT waa applied.

C. 1969 A resinfestation of Aedes zezyptd was found in March
1959, in Colon whera slwm areas at Folks River and the old fisherman's
wharf provided excellent sites for the mraguito. The source was
contributed to water comtainers of small boats wiaich travel between
the Republic and the Caribbean ports were the mosquito is as yet
uncentrolled. Action by USARSO Envirommental Health Divislon parsonnel
with Division of Sanitation Insectlcide provided inirial control with
the Republics Ministzy of Health cowmplating final eradication.

D, 1572 A survey of rtea selected townaltes, five on Arlantic
gide and five on Paciffc side, by two Pzn American Hezlth Cffieials with
ten Divigion mosquito hmters, proved Aedes aegyptl was negative in
salectad Canal Zona towmsites, April-May 1972. RAHO i3 respomsible for
surveillance and erszdication In the America’s.

B. 1972 Ths mosquito wes found in Pueblo Nuevo, a sectiom of .
Pinama City, in Octcber, 1972. Reportedly, the infestatlon was from used
tires Imported from the United States thirough Miewi zod Las Minazs Bay
ports. The Division provided insecticides and loan of zquipment for uvse
£ SNEM personnal active in this program.
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F. 1973 Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, wvhich maintaing surveile
lance of jungle yellow fzvear in the Republic, advised that tha virug
was in the Darien Province of the country a re-eniry from Colombila,
January 1373. Other moaquitoes in the j'zxngla canopy are involved.

G. 1973 Pield supervisors of the Republie in SNEM, an
autonomong agency for malaria eradicaticmn and mosquito contrel, visited
the Zones to ask for a resurvey of Zove towunsites, including wilitsry
reservations, Fabruvary 1973. A reinspection did not materlalize, -
referemce Memo for Record attached,

H. 1973 Sevaral ficwer pots in a ?anama City cemetery, next
to tha Zona boundary and across from Quarry Selghts military reservation,
wag reported by PAHO Inspectors in ths Rspublic to have Aedas azegepld,
Septembor 24, 1973. Tha Republic's field supervisor, with two PAHD
inspectors, reguestad a survey of the arexs involved within tha Zone
vhich included inside houses. A review of the areas involved was made
on Septzmber 25th and 26th with thrae representatives fram tha Republic
including USARSO Fusviroomental Health Division perscunel on tha second
day. Again, 28 recordad in the sttached mewmo for rscord, the rzasous
wars givend why ledzs segypti will not be in the Zome. ‘E)a inspection
of tha inside of the Quarry Heights houses was not considered appropriats
in view of milltary stzpdards. The men {rom tha Republic were advised -

accordingly.

2. The Divialcun of Ssnitation inspectors with larvae huntsrs from
the Ancon office will resuwxvey the bourndary area with the exception of
Qusrry Beights and Canmdu which 19 the responsibility of the USARSQ
Eavircumental Beelth Divisiom. Cur resurvey will include the pelicing
of small contalners which may have been lzft by children or promiscuous
éilspoeal by transisnts., A Division inspector will contact sach resident
to aexplain this activity a3 well zs to advise on pessibla watar comtalnaxs
inside the houses.

3. The situation in the Rapublic will comtinue to be status quo,
that i{s, jungla yelloe fever will comtinse to be reported from the himgle
zreas of the Republic; wavas of the virus have gons west in 1950, 1957,
1965 and this ysar although no farther than the Bayano River avea,
raportedly,. The Asdas sspyrtd mosquolts, the urban yellow faver vector,
will bs reported occasionally from the Reprblic In smsall numbers. Ths
mousquito does not appear to be a threat to publilc health when it 13 not
zbundant znd the lack of a reservolr. 2lso, fmmumizations for yellow
faver have been provided by health clinics {n the Zona as wall aa by
the Ministry of Health to residents, workers zmd vislfors to tha Darien
Provinca,
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4. Coordination with Ministry of Health and Pan American Health
Organizatiom officiale is required to provida a mutual policy.

J. P._EacLaran
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